Oblong SDV trip to Cumbria   

SDV  S = staff  ( Mark, Chris, Duncan, Ben and newcomer Sarah)

          D = directors   Gemma present

          V = volunteers {John, Steve B,  Michel and Andrew present)

All the above except me arrived by minibus on the Sunday at around 4. . They discussed the issues that led to  a more precise delineation of proposed projects (new or improved ways for oblong to expand or progress).

I arrived on the Monday morning – in time to burn some toast and eat it for breakfast – and be put in the picture about the previous day’s discussion.

Over 90 such projects were suggested  and eventually we narrowed things down a bit!

I attach /append     

A      15  “Ideas for the future” which Oblong is committed to attempt to implement

B      11  further projects which we felt were dependent on  volunteers coming forward to facilitate their implementation.

So please get involved – if there is one idea amongst those latter 11 that you would like to see happen, it will probably only happen if you step forward !  Please contact Mark to set the ball rolling.

Another thing to say is that I really enjoyed the trip and being in a change of environment – and being there with Oblong folk. Everyone seemed to get off on this.  This particular trip was for “SDV” but we are proposing amongst the 15 ideas that there should be more day and residential trips – for members and for wider groupings etc. We did go for a 4 mile walk on the Monday afternoon in the beautiful surrounding area to this place Lumley Fee which is a haven of quiet and belongs to a Leeds-based community group Barca – so it is available for future residential excursions.

The trip was all too short – because of the cost the mininus had to be returned on Tuesday morning – so from 7.30 am everyone was rushing to clean the place up and put everything in order so we could leave on time at 9.30. In the end no-one took up my offer of a day at the seaside at Morecombe – but on a horrible rainy day I did manage a driving expedition to Walney Island, Barrow, Grange and then Morecombe before heading home.

Steve Bindman

A     IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE OF OBLONG

             Development Plan, formulated 14/10/08  Lumlee Fee, Cumbria
NOW                                  

(the immediate future!)

·   Recycling our stuff
·   Improve oblong’s internal environment
·   Promote Oblong more widely
·   Research and consult re the opportunity for us  to take over the    running of Woodhouse Community Centre and visit other DTAs
·   Beautification of local environment
·   Provide space for cultural and leisure activities
SOON

·  Promote cycling – make Oblong bike-friendly
·  Evaluate and celebrate achievements of Oblong and members/member groups
·  Health and well-being listings newsletter
·  Take up new opportunities for mental health projects through I3
·  Personal development for people out-of-work (including life skills and goal setting)
·  Trips and residentials
LATER

·   Run new and expand accredited courses
·   Develop green spaces eg community gardens
·   Community days  (revive Woodhouse Festival ?)

B     ‘VOLUNTEER PROJECTS’

          Projects which we felt would be beneficial if an existing volunteer or any member of Oblong were to facilitate their happening.

·   Create a booklet of how to set up projects, etc

·   ‘Research isolation’ – discover the people who we don’t reach !

·   Set up a walking group

·   Training people so they can pass their skills on to others

·   Skill sharing   (e.g. a LETS scheme with directory and skills audit)

·   CV and job search help

·   Create facilitated learning or discussion groups

            e.g. a local history group if there is sufficient interest

Research would be required to see if there is sufficient interest in          any proposed group

·   Community email newsletter 

·   Community portal – information for community involvement

·   Open days
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